
MacKillop College seeks to instil in our 

students concepts of sustainable living and 

environmental stewardship through physical 

works and inclusion of sustainability issues 

in the curriculum and community outreach.   

 

Our motto, “Catch it if you can!!”, 

encompasses rainwater, solar energy, 

threatened cultures, food production, 

animal husbandry, and recognising 

“waste” as a resource.   

 

Over the past two years, students and 

staff have identified areas where we 

can incorporate susta inabi l i ty 

measures and we are documenting 

our act ivi t ies in to a school 

environmental management plan 

based on an Australian Sustainable 

Schools Initiative (AusSSI) template.   
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SUSTAINABILITY 

The world’s natural resources are being used at 

an alarming rate. Forests are disappearing, 

toxic wastes are being pumped into our water 

supplies and shortages of food are becoming 

more and more common in poorer countries. 

Due to all the pollution produced by the “lucky” 

countries in the world the poorer ones are 

suffering for our comforts.  Sustainability is the 

practice of making our resources last, so that 

the next generation will have all the benefits of 

the current generation without wrecking the 

natural environment.   
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Our recent sustainability initiatives include: 

• Stormwater collection and re-use system 
with the support of a $50,000 Federal 
Government Community Water Grant 

• Installing printing management software 
that has cut our paper use by 20% in 2007  

• Recycling bins 

• Landscaping with native plants 

• Aboriginal Reconciliation Garden with 
funding from the Tasmanian Catholic 
Education Office 

• Community service in conjunction with 
LandCare and CoastCare -- Bellerive 
foreshore and Seven Mile Beach weed 
removal and re-vegetation 

• Animal studies program 

• School food garden produce will be used 
in our home economics classes and used 
to make food for the Vinnie’s Van as well 
as science experiments 

• 2.1 kW grid-connected photovoltaic 
system (solar power) partially fuinded by 
the Federal Government Photovoltaic 
Rebate Programme (PVRP) 
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• Collect your own rainwater and use it to 

water your plants and gardens. 

• Turn off the lights and heaters when 

you leave a room and install energy 

efficient lighting . 

• Take shorter showers to save water 

and power 

• Switch off appliances at the power 

point as stand-by uses almost the same 

power as leaving the unit on. 

• Wash clothes in cold water and avoid 

using a clothes dryer. 

• Grow your own food and buy food 

produced locally to cut down on 

transport 

• Install a solar hot water system. 

• Install your own photovoltaic system. 

• Plant native plants and learn how other 

cultures live in their environments. 


